BREED
COMPARISON

Australian Shepherd

Miniature American Shepherd



Parent Club Note

Thank you for attending this Breed Comparison session.

If you have not done so, we strongly encourage you to
attend each Parent Club’s Breed Education Seminar.

This overview is not a slide-by-slide comparison of the
iIndividual breed education seminars, nor is it intended to be
a comprehensive study of each breed and its AKC Breed
Standard.

Instead, our goal with this session is to share a high-level
overview of the critical similarities and differences in our
Breed Standards. Thank you!






Breed Standard - Similarities

Proportions * Topline
Substance  Tail
Expression * Forequarters
Eyes * Hindquarters
Ears « Coat

Skull « Color
Muzzle e Gait

Neck « Temperament



Aussie Male










Australian Shepherd — Male & Female H e a d

Miniature American Shepherd — Male & Female

Clean cut, strong and dry

Overall size in proportion to the body









Gait — Coming & Going

Fore and hind legs move straight
and parallel with the center line of
gravity

As speed increases, the feet (front
and rear) converge toward the
center line of gravity

Back remains firm and level




Triangular
Moderate size and leather
Set high on head

At full attention ears break forward and over, &
or to the side as a rose ear

Severe Faults: Prick ear and hanging ear. > o AU







Tail

Australian Shepherd:

Docked or naturally bobbed. Not to exceed 4" in
length

Miniature American Shepherd:

Docked or natural bobtail preferred. A docked tail
is straight, not to exceed 3.









Whlte Body Splash Disqualifying
Fault
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White body splashes, which means any conspicuous, isolated spot or patch of
white on the area between the withers and tail, on back, or sides between elbows
and back of hindquarters.



Breed Standard - Differences

* Height
 Teeth
 Faulted White
 Pink on Nose
« Head Planes



Height...the biggest (or smallest)
differentiator
Australian Shepherds
Bitches: Preferred 18" - 21”
Dogs: Preferred 20" - 23"

Quality not to be sacrificed in favor of size.

Miniature American Shepherds
Bitches: 13" -17"
Dogs: 14" -18"

No preference within these ranges.

Disqualification for over or under height limits.



Teeth

Australian Shepherd: Full complement of strong, white teeth, scissor or level bite
allowed.

Miniature American Shepherd: A full compliment of teeth meet in a scissors bite.

Scissor bite Pincer (level)
bite - \

Australian Shepherd: Undershot.
Overshot by more than 1/8" inch

Miniature American Shepherd:
Undershot or Overshot



White that is faulted

Australian Shepherd:

White on the head should not predominate

White collar that exceeds the point of the
withers at the skin

White extending from the underbelly past 4
above the elbow

Miniature American Shepherd

White collar that exceeds the point of the
withers at the skin

White extending from the underbelly past 1”
above the elbow

White covering over 25% of an ear is a
severe fault







Head Planes

"qlasdr Miniature American Shepherd

Angled To Nord

W PO g Viewed from the side, muzzle and top line
’ are slightly oblique to each other

1 The front of the crown is on a slight angle
downward toward the nose

Australian Shepherd

Viewed from the side the topline of the back
skull and muzzle form parallel planes

M

MASCUSA Breed Standard Evaluation and Education Committee 11/2013



Proportions
Substance
Expression
Eyes

Ears

Skull
Muzzle
Neck

In Review - Similarities

« Topline
 Tall
 Forequarters
« Hindquarters
e Coat

« Color

e Gait
 Temperament



In Review - Differences

Height
« Australian Shepherd: Preferred height for Bitches 18-21”, Dogs 20-23”
« MAS: Bitches 13-17”, Dogs 14-18". DQ for over or under.
Bite
« Australian Shepherd: Full dentition, scissors or level bite, DQ for undershot or greater than

1/8” overshot.
« MAS: Full dentition, scissors bite, DQ or overshot or undershot

Faulted White

« Australian Shepherd: White that predominates on head, white past point of withers at the
skin, or past 4” above the elbow when extending from underbelly.

« MAS: White past point of withers at skin, or past 1” above the elbow when extending from
underbelly. White covering over 25% of an ear is severe fault.

Pink on Nose
» Australian Shepherd: Pink spot permissible on merles, not to exceed 25% of nose on dogs
over one (1) year of age, which is a serious fault.
« MAS: Fully pigmented preferred. Severe fault — 25-50% unpigmented nose leather. DQ =
over 50% unpigmented nose leather

Head Planes
« Australian Shepherd: Topline of back skull and muzzle form parallel planes.
« MAS: Muzzle and topline of crown are slightly oblique to each other, with the front of the
crown on a slight angle downward toward the nose.



In Review - Disqualifications

Australian Shepherd
1. Undershot bite
2. Overshot bite greater than 1/8”
3. White body splashes

Miniature American Shepherd
1. Height: Under 14” and over 18” for dogs; under 13” and over
17" for bitches. Minimum heights shall not apply to dogs or
bitches under six (6) months of age.
Over 50% un-pigmented nose leather.
Undershot bite
Overshot bite
Other than recognized colors
White body splashes
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